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THE ROAD TO PEACE IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL

The road to peace between 
Palestinians and Israelis starts with 
understanding how we got here. 

So let's take a very summarized look at 
the history.



INTRODUCTION

As an introduction to the program, we would like to show a 
November 27, 2023 Piers Morgan interview with physician, 
author and trauma expert Dr. Gabor Maté to discuss the 
ongoing dispute and conflict in Gaza between Israel, Hamas and 
Palestine. They have an open discussion about why former 
Zionist Gabor now supports the people of Palestine in this 
historical conflict even whilst having Jewish family and being a 
holocaust survivor, what the future of this conflict looks like 
and how we can achieve a peaceful resolution.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ph9XF39yjgU





INTRODUCTION

During the December 6th program, the parts of the
interview about Prince Harry were skipped, but you 
can watch the whole video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ph9XF39yjgU



HISTORIC PALESTINE

• Palestinian cities have been documented since the ottoman empire in 16th century. 



PALESTINE  
BEFORE 

ZIONISM
1870s -1880s



Pa l e st i n e  C i rca  1 8 7 0 s- 1 8 8 0 s

• In 1870s-80s, 85% Muslim, 10% Christian and 5% were Jewish

• Positive relationships amongst the religious groups 

• Hub:  Attracted holy sites, center for pilgrims and tourists 

• Palestinians mostly spoke Arabic 



Palestinian publication 1911-14 









Or i g i n s  o f M od e r n Z i o n i s m 1 8 8 0 s - 1 9 0 0 s

• Nationalism is sweeping Europe

• Imperial expansion; Christian support of Zionism  

• Antisemitism is Rampant in Europe 

• European Christians massacred thousands of Jews in Eastern Europe; 
pogroms; driving 30,000 Jews out of Europe

• First Zionist Congress, Basel, Switzerland 1897

• Ideology saying there should be homeland for Jewish people 

• Theodore Herzl argued for Zionism due to Jewish persecution in Europe

• Multiple options were considered including Argentina, Uganda, Arrat and 
finally Palestine came to the list.



1882-1948

• Zionist leaders faced with how to establish Jewish State when at the time it was majority 
Palestinian Arab?

• Palestinian leaders asked what is the appropriate way to resist a group intent on making all 
important decisions over your life.

• Spectrum of responses 

• Conflicts between Jews and Arabs 

• Violence broke out after Palestinians who were living in some villages were displaced or 
their means of livelihood were threatened or usurped by Zionists

• Zionists were migrating to Palestine, and the Ottoman State did not stop the influx of 
settlers 



COLONIZATION OF PALESTINE

• Some Zionists believed in reconciliation and building strong relationships with the Palestinians 

• Some used bribery to buy support in newspapers 

• Some believed the natives would never accept a foreign take over, so they saw the only option as 
colonizing Palestine by force and expelling the natives

• Jewish population in Palestine doubled from 1920-30 and increased by sixfold 1930-40



Revolt

• Palestinians revolted in 1936-39

• Large anti-colonialist revolts

• British crackdown and kill, imprison or exile Palestinian leadership

• British:

• Limited Jewish immigration to limit Jewish terror; 75,000 over 5 years 

• In the 40s, Zionist terrorists carried out attacks including the King David Hotel attack, killing 91

• Call for independent Palestine State within 10 years; call for including Palestinians in government



ROLE OF BRITAIN

• Without Britain, the US, and Russia there couldn’t have been the state of Israel in1948

• British colonial rule sought to turn Palestine into a Jewish homeland through Jewish immigration and 
land purchases (by annulling of Palestinian communal lands) and industrial concessions to Jews

• British prevented establishment of Palestinian University and secondary education

• Balfour Declaration in 1917, through League of Nations mandate

• No political rights for Palestinians

• National rights - civil and political rights, for national home of Jewish people

• Allowed Zionists to create infrastructure, unlimited immigration (60,000 Jewish immigrants to 
Palestine in one year 1935), enabled support for settlement on the land

• Palestinians were not allowed self determination in their own land

• 85% of Palestinians surveyed in 1919 rejected Zionism, British Rule antidemocratic 

• Jewish Colonization Agency

• US essential to status quo of Israel to this day



UN Resolution - Partition1947

• UN votes to partition Palestine into Jewish & Arab States

Jews own 6% of land, receive 56% of Mandate Palestine 

• Handing over of the private and state land, dispossession of Palestinian 
owners 

• To create refuge for Jewish refugees as a refuge from persecution in Europe 

• Plan Dalet - adopted in April '48 - military plan to depopulate 

and destroy Palestinian villages

• In May '48, Zionists declared statehood. Israel State was recognized 
immediately by US and Soviet Union and others



What happened after UN 
Resolution in 1947?

• 1948 Zionists expelled by force 750,000 Palestinians at gunpoint

• Massacre 10,000 Palestinians

• Destroyed 531 Palestinian villages

• Israel confiscated 5-7 million dunams (each equal to 900 sq meters) 
of Palestinian property 

• Israeli forces prevented 700,000 Palestinian refugees from
returning home

• Expels Bedouins in 1949

• Palestinians in exile are in abysmal conditions. Not allowed to work in top sectors in Lebanon. In 
Gaza, they’re under Egyptian rule and restricted. Discrimination in Syria. 



PALESTINIANS IN ISRAEL

• Military Rule - in 104 Arab villages and towns 
• Israel confiscates Palestinian property from those displaced 
• Permit systems to move throughout the land, these policies we still see used on the Palestinians in 

the occupied territories since 1967. 
• They imposed curfews on Palestinians and limited their movement
• Palestinians were not allowed to return home after the war, and Israel killed about 5,000 who 

tried to 
• Israel occupied Gaza in ‘56, and massacres hundreds of Palestinians in Khan Yunus, one of the boys 

who witnessed this ended up being a founder of Hamas when he grew up
• Yasser Arafat and Abu Uyad establish Fatah in 1959 to liberate Palestine. Forced into dependent, 

impoverished and stateless with no rights. 
• PLO established in 1964, became a government in exile. Goal to liberate Palestine.
• Lots of Resistance In and outside of Israel. 



1967 - 6 DAY WAR, 

•Israel initiated a military attack and conquered the following new territory-

•Sinai Peninsula & Gaza from Egypt, 

•Golan Heights from Syria 

•the West Bank from Jordan

•Israel annexed the Golan and Jerusalem 

•Israel applied military rule over Sinai, the West Bank and Gaza

•300,000 Palestinians were made refugees during the war. 



1967-1987

•Israel spread the Palestinian struggle: 

•Those inside Israel fighting for equal rights 

•Those in the West Bank and Gaza under military occupation

•Those living in exile, struggling to liberate their country

• Israel suffocates self-sustaining Palestinian development, through permit regime. Doesn’t allow 
them to repair infrastructure, doesn’t provide permits to conduct business or construction, 
prevents farming of certain crops, limits where they can fish, major restrictions across the board

• Forced Palestinians to depend on Israeli labor market
• Illegal to raise a Palestinian flag 
• Illegal to paint art using the Palestinian flag colors
• Prevents Palestinian development



1987 - FIRST INTIFADA

•The past 20 years of oppression of Israel’s military occupation including beatings, deportations,
home demolitions and daily intimidation boiled over.  Primarily non-violent. 

•An uprising came over the Gaza Strip and West Bank and they saw daily strikes, riots, protests,
and stone-throwing children 

• Israel responded by 

•putting 175,000 Palestinians in jails, 

•30,000 children needed medical treatment after beatings by soldiers. (1/5 of those injured 
were under the age of 5); Israel killed

• Israel killed1200 Palestinians, and in return Palestinians killed 160 Israelis



1993-1995 OSLO ACCORDS

•On September 13, 1993 at the White house, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) Negotiator Yasser Arafat signed a Declaration of Principles on Interim 
Self-Government Arrangements. Oslo II took place in 1995 in Taba, Egypt

•The creation of the Palestinian National Authority, which was tasked with the responsibility of 
conducting limited Palestinian self-governance over parts of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip; 

•The international acknowledgement of the PLO as Israel's partner in permanent-status negotiations 
about any remaining issues revolving around the Israeli–Palestinian conflict.

•Oslo accords became a cycle of negotiations, suspension, mediation, restart of negotiations and 
suspension again and there was no actual resolution.



2000-2005 - SECOND INTIFADA

• Frustration with political failure of Oslo, 

•Declining economic situation as a result of Israeli policies 

•Head of Likud party,  Ariel Sharon visited al-Aqsa Mosque compound, asserting Israeli control
over the most sacred of all Palestinian and Muslim Holy Sites

•Hamas & Islamic Jihad killed 1,000 Israeli civilians in 138 suicide attacks

• Israel kills 3,000 Palestinians. Hundreds of Checkpoints added. Israel uproots hundreds of 
thousands of olive trees.



WHERE ARE PALESTINIANS NOW? 
• From 1967-2011 Israel issued ZERO new permits to drill water wells

• 180 communities in West Bank have no access to running water to this day

• Since 1967, Israel has demolished 28,000 Palestinian homes, displacing 100,000 Palestinians

• Gaza has been subjected to a blockade and siege for over 15 years. 90% of water not safe to drink.

• Stateless until today

• Blocked from medical supplies, building materials, food, clean water, etc. 

• That is not irrelevant to what is happening to today.  Started way before the first rocket was fired. 

• There are practices that are not new.  This has been going on for decades. 

• Attacks on Aqsa Mosque. First Qibla, third holiest place for Muslims. 

• Fired tear gas into mosque while people were worshipping in Ramadan. 

• Dispossession of Palestinians from their homes. 

• Sheikh Jarrah.  After they were expelled from their homes in Haifa and Jaffa. Settlers have a claim to their homes, but 
Palestinians do not have a claim to their lands in current Israel. Recuperation of land rights once owned by Jews 
before 1948, only enjoyed by Israelis. Palestinians not allowed the same rights. 



HAMAS

• Established in 1987 

• Division of Palestinian people initially pushed by Israel.

• HAMAS stands for Resistance Islamic Movement that gain popularity and came to power by plurality of vote. 

• US, Israel and EU said they’re terrorists and we can’t negotiate with them - Hamas said it’s okay, let the PA 
negotiate with Israel, Hamas said they accept 100 year truce with Israel, Hamas proponent of negation for 2-
state resolution.

• Demonized in public like all colonial powers demonize every resistance movement (IRA), ANC (SA), they only 
achieved peace when they sat down and spoke with them. 

• Many critiques of Hamas, to some it’s a tool to deal with the lack of equal rights of Palestinians, dispossession, 
East Jerusalem, etc. 

• In 2006 President Jimmy Carter observed the Palestinians’ election.  Hamas won the election in both Gaza and 
West Bank.  However, Hamas was only allowed to take power in Gaza.



JUNE 1988 PEACE OFFER, 
REJECTED BY ISRAEL



ONGOING COLONIZATION OF WEST 
BANK AND OCCUPIED EAST JERUSALEM

• Objective, Judiaze the land. To annex the land between the Jordan River and Mediterranean Sea. 
This began in 1967. 

• Wall takes up up to 9% of West Bank territory in building of the wall (illegal by ICJ)

• Israel constructed over 200 settlements in occupied Palestine

• Settler violence has intensified, total impunity 

• Military and settlers have forced many Palestinians out of their homes

• Israel goal in East Jerusalem is trying to maintain Jewish majority, stripping Palestinians of their 
permits 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYZHltQcvxU



2023 CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM

Watch the video at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYZHltQcvxU.



• Palestinians have a right to self-determination.  While we support this right, we cannot 
speak on their behalf or dictate a solution to them. 

• We and the international community have failed to support even the basic human rights 
of the Palestinians 

• We are witnessing massacres and violence committed against the Palestinians, and 
starvation, will we be silent or will we demand the international community hold Israel 
accountable and demand Palestinians be given their rights?

• Israel needs to give all Palestinians living within its territories equal rights and stop 
discrimination based on religion/ethnicity

• We need the US to stop providing political cover for Israel’s violations of human rights 
and international law.

• The international community needs to use diplomatic pressure on Israel to stop human 
rights violation

W h at  N ex t ?  



THE ROAD TO PEACE IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL

The road to peace between 
Palestinians and Israelis starts with 
understanding how we got here …
ends with equal rights/sovereignty for 
both Palestinians and Israelis.


